
Background
Recent data fromthe Centers for Disease Control and Prevention indicate an increasing number of HIV/AIDS
cases in black adolescent (13-24 years) men who have sex with men (MSM).1 The areas with the highest
prevalence are the South, includingWashington DC, and the Northeast,with the majority of cases centered
in urban areas (population>500,000).1 Researchhas shown that blackMSMare less likely to know their status
and be on HAART, have an overall mistrust of the healthcare system, suffer frompoor self-concept and self-
esteem, tend to be part of fractured hard-to-reach social networks, engage in high risk sexual networks, and
experience community-level stigma.There is a limitedunderstandingof theuniqueneeds andconcernsof the
blackMSMcommunity among health care provider networks, including public health departments.2-5

FundingOpportunity
In response to this emerging need, Tibotec Therapeutics is requesting grant applications to address the
significant challenges facing this community at risk.Proposals are nowbeing accepted for programs thatwill
be implemented in early 2010.Grants will be one-year commitments up to $25,000.

The goal of this request for grant applications is to support efforts targeting at-risk, adolescent black MSM
in the following areas:

�Outreach and prevention education

� Importance of knowing one’s HIV status (to encourage early diagnosis and linkage to care)

� Linkage to care and treatment for newly diagnosed individuals

�HIV treatment education

Programs must address one or more of the four categories outlined above. Funding provided by Tibotec
Therapeutics is intended to support programs that are educational in nature and/or that improve access
to care. Funding cannot be used to support HIV testing-related expenses (eg, test kits, lab, staffing), clinical
researchor hiringof newstaff.Strong considerationwill begiven to applications fromsmall community-based
organizations and those with demonstrated cultural familiarity with the intended audience. Partnerships
betweenhealthdepartments andother small communityorganizations is encouraged.Applicants are required
to submit letter(s) of support from1-2 community-basedorganizations familiarwith theworkof the applicant
in this area.

Applicants should complete and submit an application describing the unmet educational need in the
community, an outline of the initiative proposed to fill the educational or access gap, and the intended
program outcome(s). All requests must be submitted using the application template available at
www.ttgrants.comand must be emailed to TTRFGA@its.jnj.comby October 31st, 2009. Full programdetails,
including submission requirements anda list of frequently askedquestions are available atwww.ttgrants.com.

This initiative is managed by a program committee, with representation from the HIV community, in
conjunction with Tibotec Therapeutics Clinical Affairs.

Citations:www.CDC.gov1;Millett et al.AIDS 20072;Peterson and Jones.Am J Public Health 20093;Wilson andMoore Am J Public Health 20094;Hall et al.Am J Public Health 20075
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Background

Current estimates suggest that approximately 30% of individuals in the US diagnosed with HIV are not cur-
rently receiving treatment. Earlier access to care and treatment has been shown to prolong life, improve health 
outcomes, and potentially prevent new infections. Specifically, late presentation to care has been associated 
with higher mortality and diminished recovery of CD4 cells. A myriad of personal, societal and structural barriers 
impede access to and retention in care, particularly for disadvantaged populations. Findings from the GRACE 
(Gender Race and Clinical Experience) study, presented in 2009, suggest that women, and women of color in 
particular, are more likely to discontinue care than men.

Funding Opportunity

In response to this significant unmet need, Tibotec Therapeutics is requesting proposals to address common 
barriers that prevent HIV-positive individuals from accessing and remaining in care. Any 501(c)3, tax-exempt 
organization with a focus and experience in HIV is eligible to apply. Proposed programs should commence no 
sooner than December 2010. Awards will be one-year commitments up to $40,000. Programs should target 
communities in need and address one or more of the following documented barriers to care and treatment:

	 Fear of medication side effects;  lack of understanding of benefits of treatment
	 Stigma, isolation and fear of disclosure
	 Lack of information; lack of awareness of resources; low health literacy
	 Denial; lack of symptoms
	 Substance use or mental health barriers
	 Lack of personal support structure(s) or psychosocial support services 

*Half of the funding for this initiative will be allocated to programs focusing on women.*

Funding is intended to support programs that are educational in nature and/or that improve access to care. 
Funding cannot be used for the following: HIV testing (i.e. testing supplies or staff time), clinical research, hiring 
of staff, client incentives, or client basic needs (transportation, housing, and childcare). Strong consideration 
will be given to applications from small community-based organizations. Partnership with local health depart-
ments, community health centers, and other community-based organizations is encouraged. Applicants are 
required to submit letter(s) of support from 1-2 organizations familiar with the work of the applicant in this area.

All requests must be submitted using the application template available at www.ttgrants.com, and must be 
emailed to TTRFGA@its.jnj.com by September 30, 2010. Additional details, including submission 
requirements and a list of frequently asked questions, are available at www.ttgrants.com.
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